
National Park Dogs 
Traveling with your dog doesn’t mean avoiding National Parks 
and Monuments 

Yes, dogs can visit National Parks.  Not all parks and not all 
parts of the parks but the common misconception I have 
come across is that if you travel with your dog(s) you 
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Location 
Where the park is 
and a link to a map. 

Camping 
How many camps, if 
any, are available in 
the park.  

Precautions 
Something you 
need to watch out 
for to keep your pet 
safe.

PAW RATING 
The number of paws, 
0-4, the featured park 

gets.  

# TRAILS 
The number of trails 

which are dog friendly 
in featured park.

2
SPECIAL FEATURE 
Unique feature or 

character of the park.
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should just avoid National Park lands.  You can stop thinking like that.

What I have learned is that each park is different and finding the regulations for 
each park can be difficult.  So what I have been doing is collecting the 
information at each park we visit and creating blog posts with that information 
so you and your pet can still enjoy our National Park lands.  

I created a paw-rating system to make it easier to get a quick idea of how each 
park ranks.  The best is 4 paws which have few limiting regulations but keeping 
your pet leashed and cleaning up after them are still required.  Some parks have 
specific trails which are dog friendly and I have tried to find these trails and 
mark them on the park maps.

Also be aware that policies change and while I try to keep up it is best to double 
check with the local rangers when you arrive at the park of your choice.
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Our Small Trailer 
Home on wheels for 10 weeks/year 

In a tent during a thunderstorm somewhere in 
Utah we decided that it might just be time to 
upgrade our accommodations.  We had been 
researching small travel trailers and even went 
to look at a used one when I came across an R-
Pod which is considered an ultra-light and eco-
conscious.  We found a dealer in Salt Lake and 
stopped to see what they had a couple night 
before that thunderstorm solidified our 
decision.

A kitchen, toilet, shower and refrigerator 
provide all the necessary conveniences and a 
tent platform on the back gives us a little more 
room when needed.  It was important for us to 
get something with hard sides so that the girls 
(our Danes) could stay inside at those parks 
which do have pet restrictions.  If hook-ups are 

available we have an air conditioner to keep 
them comfortable.

While there have been issues with various 
things breaking it has been a great investment 
over all.  It is small enough that we can still get 
into fairly remote places but large enough to 
be functional for 2 adults and 2 Great Danes.

 

A view point in Rocky Mountain National Park.
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DANE TESTED, DANE APPROVED 
Boomerang Tags 
One of those purchases every pet owner makes is a name tag.  Even with the common use of 
microchips today having a name tag can make returning a lost pet as simple as making a phone 
call.  Our Danes went through a number of tags over the years.  One dog used to manage to pull 
hers off and I would find them laying around the house with the attachment ring bent out of 
shape.  The tags would jingle together with their dog license tag so I would get the silicone 
silencers to put on them and those would last a while till they eventually wore out and I would 
have to buy another.  Eventually the text would also wear off from the 2 tags rubbing together 
and I had to get a whole new tag.  I then discovered collar tags.  No more jingling, no more falling 
off and lots of room to write information.  For a Dane I buy the large tag which fits a 1" collar so 
there are 5 lines of available space which means I can 
put their name, 2 cell phone numbers, address and 
city/state.  Basically they were the last tags I bought for 
each dog, I never lost one and they are guaranteed for 
life so if it breaks or the text becomes hard to read, 
which it never did, they will replace the tag.  Awesome 
deal! (and free shipping) 
If you prefer traditional hangings tags they have those 
too.
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https://www.boomerangtags.com/
https://www.boomerangtags.com/

