
Devils Postpile National Monument 
One of the most dog friendly and dog attended parks we have 
been to. 
Established in 1911 this monument protects 60’ high basalt columns and 101’ 
tall Rainbow Falls formed by the San Joaquin River plunging over the 
volcanic rock.  The park is only open mid-June through mid-October 
dependent of snowfall and unless you are camping, boating or have 
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Location 
California.  Near 
Mammoth Lakes.    
US 395 to Calif 203.  
(click icon for map) 

Camping 
1 NPS CG, 20 sites, 
water, no hook ups. 
4 Forest Service CGs, 
water, no hookups. 

Precautions 
Area is volcanic and 
the trails are covered 
with pumice.  This can 
be abrasive to bare 
paws.

4 PAW RATING 
Can’t enter the ranger 

store and station.

 TRAILS 
Dogs may be on all 
trails and on ranger 

walks.

All SPECIAL FEATURE 
Junction of John Muir 
and Pacific Crest Trails.  
Some of world’s finest 

columnar basalt.

LIFE WITH A BIG DOG IN A SMALL TRAILER

Have Dane will Travel

🗺

⛺

⚠

http://wp.me/a60hU3-4H
http://wp.me/a60hU3-4H


handicap plates, travel down to the park must be via shuttle bus.  
Dogs can ride the shuttle but must be muzzled on the bus.

Our trip to the park was intended to be a 2 day stay but we 
stayed for 4 days.  With all the trails being dog-friendly there was 
plenty to do. The various trails pass in and out of the monument 
and the surrounding national forest, while in the monument 
dogs need to be leashed but outside of it they can be under voice 
control.  

Camping is available in both the monument and the national 
forest.  The monument camp is cheaper and has bathrooms with 
plumbing and electricity as well as numerous water pumps.  The 
forest service camps have pit toilets and I never noticed a water 
pump but the individual campsites are longer if you have a trailer 
or RV exceeding 37 feet total length.  The Red’s Meadow camp 
does have flush toilets and showers are available somewhere 
near there.

The area is in black bear country so bear boxes are provided so make sure you put all your pet food, 
bowls and even water bowls away when you are not in camp.  The policy at this park is that if a bear 
becomes a problem bear they have to put it down, they have nowhere they can safely relocate 
them to, so keep your pets and the bears safe and use the bear boxes.

We attended some of the ranger lead walks with the girls and some of the rangers would come by 
our camp to say “hi” to them, that is how dog friendly the park is and why we stayed the extra days.

The Monument is opens when the snow melts, usually mid-June 
and closes again when the snow returns in mid-October.  
Unfortunately for 2017 there was so much flood damage that the 
campground is closed for the season and the roads have yet to open.  
While this might not be the best year to visit be sure to put this on 
your list for the future.

If you would like a more 
detailed trail and topo map 
of the area this one has 
good reviews however I 
have not used it personally. 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Top of the Postpile

Rainbow Falls

Minaret Falls

JUNE 2017 ISSUE 2

http://amzn.to/2rSEfI3


Surf Dog 
One of the most fun dog events you 
can ever attend. 

Southern California is host to a number of surf 
dog events.  Unleashed by PetCo Surf Dog 
Competition Imperial Beach, formerly Loews 
Coronado Bay Resort’s Surf Dog Competition, 
Helen Woodward Animal Center’s Surf Dog 
Surf-A-Thon Del Mar and the Surf City Surf 
Dog Competition Huntington Beach.

I have attended both the Del Mar and Imperial 
Beach events and always have a great time.  If 
you have never been to a dog surfing event 
here are the basics.  There are the surfers, also 
known as surFURs, some have big money 
sponsorships with custom boards and others 
don’t even own a board and just rent one.  

There are the judges who score each of surfers 
on 7 waves during their 20 minute heats.  There 
are also the fans, spectators as well as the 

media.  Between events many of the dogs, and 
their owners, are giving interviews to the 
different media outlets or just relaxing on the 
beach.  Some belong to clubs and others just do 
their own thing but no matter what they are 
all there to have fun and show off their surfing 
abilities. 

The variety of surFURS is vast, from a couple of 
pounds to 100 pounds.  They get divided up 
into 4 size classes, small, medium, large and 
extra-large.

No matter what the size is of the dog they all 
have a support group.  There are 1-2 people to 
push the board offshore and pick the right 
waves to take, there are people who stay 
inshore to catch the board and the dog if they 
become separated and there is a flag person to 
let the judges know that the dog with the 
matching colored vest is on a wave and to be 
watched.  Additionally all the boards are foam 
and the dogs where PFD’s for safety.

Each dog has his or her own style.  Some stand, 
some sit or lay down, some face forwards and 
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other backwards.  Some even add a little flair 
by picking up their feet but they all seem to 
have a great time.

If you are interested in teaching your dog to 
surf check out SoCal Surf Dogs.
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DANE TESTED, DANE APPROVED 
Pawz Dog Boots 
Nothing fancy about these boots but they are disposable, reusable and 
biodegradable.  They are made with 100% natural rubber and flex with 
your dogs foot, they are kind of like putting a balloon on their feet.  
K’Ehleyr didn’t do the usual funny walk that dogs do when you put 
boots on them.  They can be a little tricky to get on but we never had 
them come off on their own.  They do wear out but come in a package 
of 12 or 3 sets unless you have a tripawd like K’Ehleyr.  If you don’t need 
boots often these are an inexpensive alternative and don’t take up much 
space in your dog’s travel bag.
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